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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 11 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Chen et al., US Patent 6,695,142. 

Chen discloses a tool box, comprising: a main body formed with a plurality 
of receiving recesses; and a plurality of sockets each mounted in a respective 
one of the receiving recesses, wherein each of the receiving recesses has a first 
wall formed with a first locking portion and a second wall formed with a second 
locking portion; and each of the sockets has a first end locked on the first locking 
portion of the respective receiving recess and a second end locked on the 
second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 2, the first end of each of the sockets is formed with 
a first hole to receive the first locking portion of the respective receiving recess, 
and the second end of each of the sockets is formed with a second hole to 
receive the second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 3, the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with a semi-circular first locking block locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. Chen shows a semi-circular cross 
section, in Fig. 4 and semi-circular shapes in Fig. 6-10. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with an arc-shaped first locking plate locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. Note that arc denotes a portion of a 
circle, which is clearly shown in the different configurations of Chen. 

With respect to claim 1 5, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a square shape. 

With respect to claim 16, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a hexagonal shape. 

With respect to claim 17, the main body is a top cover. 

With respect to claim 18, the main body is a bottom cover. 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 

publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims 1-3, 11, 15, 16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Lee, US Patent 6,454,092. 

Lee discloses a tool box, comprising: a main body formed with a plurality 
of receiving recesses; and a plurality of sockets each mounted in a respective 
one of the receiving recesses, wherein each of the receiving recesses has a first 
wall formed with a first locking portion and a second wall formed with a second 
locking portion; and each of the sockets has a first end locked on the first locking 
portion of the respective receiving recess and a second end locked on the 
second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 2, the first end of each of the sockets is formed with 
a first hole to receive the first locking portion of the respective receiving recess, 
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and the second end of each of the sockets is formed with a second hole to 
receive the second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 3, the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with a semi-circular first locking block locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. Lee shows a semi-circular shape, in Fig. 
2 . 

With respect to claim 1 1 , the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with an arc-shaped first locking plate locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. Note that arc denotes a portion of a 
circle, which is clearly shown in the configurations of Lee. 

With respect to claim 1 5, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a square shape. 

With respect to claim 16, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a hexagonal shape. 

With respect to claims 17 and 18, the main body is suitable for use as a 
top cover or a bottom cover. 

Claims 1-3, 11, 12, and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as 
being anticipated by Lai, US Patent 6,644,474. 

Lai discloses a tool box, comprising: a main body formed with a plurality of 
receiving recesses; and a plurality of sockets each mounted in a respective one 
of the receiving recesses, wherein each of the receiving recesses has a first wall 
formed with a first locking portion and a second wall formed with a second 
locking portion; and each of the sockets has a first end locked on the first locking 
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portion of the respective receiving recess and a second end locked on the 
second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 2, the first end of each of the sockets is formed with 
a first hole to receive the first locking portion of the respective receiving recess, 
and the second end of each of the sockets is formed with a second hole to 
receive the second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 3, the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with a semi-circular first locking block locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. See Fig. 2, which shows two semi- 
circular first locking blocks locked in the first hole of the first end of the respective 
socket. 




With respect to claim 1 1 , the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with an arc-shaped first locking plate locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. Note that arc denotes a portion of a 
circle, which is clearly shown in the different configurations of Lai. 

With respect to claim 12, the first locking plate of the first locking portion of 
each of the receiving recesses has a first end extended from the first wall and a 
second end formed with a first gap (which separates it from the other arc shaped 
locking plate), so that first locking plate is flexible. 
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With respect to claim 1 5, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a square shape. 

With respect to claim 1 6, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a hexagonal shape. 

With respect to claim 18, the main body is a bottom cover. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 

public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 

the United States. 

Claims 1-3,11 and 15-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chao, US Patent 6,109,437. 

Chao discloses a tool box, comprising: a main body formed with a plurality 
of receiving recesses; and a plurality of sockets each mounted in a respective 
one of the receiving recesses, wherein each of the receiving recesses has a first 
wall formed with a first locking portion and a second wall formed with a second 
locking portion; and each of the sockets has a first end locked on the first locking 
portion of the respective receiving recess and a second end locked on the 
second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 2, the first end of each of the sockets is formed with 
a first hole to receive the first locking portion of the respective receiving recess, 
and the second end of each of the sockets is formed with a second hole to 
receive the second locking portion of the respective receiving recess. 

With respect to claim 3, the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with a semi-circular (in cross section) first locking block 
locked in the first hole of the first end of the respective socket in Fig. 3-4. 
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With respect to claim 1 1 , the first locking portion of each of the receiving 
recesses is provided with an arc-shaped first locking plate locked in the first hole 
of the first end of the respective socket. Note that arc denotes a portion of a 
circle, which is clearly shown in the different configurations of Chao. 

With respect to claim 1 5, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a square shape. 

With respect to claim 1 6, the first hole of the first end of each of the 
sockets has a hexagonal shape. 

With respect to claim 17, the main body is a top cover. 

With respect to claim 18, the main body is a bottom cover. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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Claims 4-10 and 12-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over any one of Chen et al., Chao, or Lee in view of Lai. 

i 

As stated above each of the Patents Chen et al., Chao, and Lee disclose 
the claimed features of claims 1-3, 11, and 15-18. Each of these references 
disclose a single semi-circular locking block (locking plate) locked on a periphery 
(the inner periphery) of the first and second hole of respective socket. None of 
these references, however, disclose two (semi-circular) locking blocks (plates) 
locked on a periphery of the second hole of the second end of the respective 
socket. 

Lai teaches two (semi-circular) locking blocks (locking plates) locked on a 
periphery (again, the inner periphery) of the first hole of the first end of the 
respective socket. Lai further teaches that the two locking blocks are spaced 
from each other, forming a separating gap between the two locking blocks, and 
imparting flexibility to the two locking blocks. There is also a locking groove 




disposed at the end of the locking blocks. The locking blocks have 
an arc (partial circular) shape. 

With respect to claims 4 and 7, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the single locking blocks of Chen et al., Chao, or 
Lee, with the two (semi-circular) locking blocks as taught by Lai, as the two 
locking block arrangement provides a greater degree of frictional retention of the 
locking blocks within the inner periphery of the socket. 
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With respect to claims 5, 6,9, and 10, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the single second locking blocks of Chen et al., 
Chao, or Lee, with the two arc-shaped (semi-circular) locking blocks as taught by 
Lai, as the two locking block arrangement with two spaced apart locking blocks 
again provides a greater degree of frictional retention of the locking blocks within 
the inner periphery of the socket, by allowing the two locking blocks to flex 
toward each other during insertion of the socket, and away from each other after 
insertion. 

With respect to claim 8, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 

in the art at the time of the invention to modify the single locking blocks of Chen 

/ 

et al., Chao, or Lee, with the two (semi-circular) locking blocks as taught by Lai, 
as the two locking block arrangement with two spaced apart locking blocks 
having a locking groove therein provides a greater degree of frictional retention of 
the locking blocks within the inner periphery of the socket. 

With respect to claim 12, Lai discloses a first (and second) arc shaped 
locking plate of the first locking portion of each of the receiving recesses. The 
first arc shaped locking plate has a first end extended from the first wall and a 
second end formed with a first gap (which separates it from the second arc 
shaped locking plate), so that first (and second) locking plate is flexible. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the single first locking blocks of Chen et al., Chao, or Lee, 
with the locking plates as taught by Lai, as the flexible locking plates provide a 
greater degree of frictional retention of the locking blocks within the inner 
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periphery of the socket, and also provide a greater ease of insertion of the 
socket. 

With respect to claim 13, Lai discloses a first and second arc-shaped 
locking plates of the first locking portion of each of the receiving recesses. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the single second locking blocks of Chen et al., Chao, or 
Lee, with the first and second arc-shaped locking plates as taught by Lai, as the 
flexible locking plates provide a greater degree of frictional retention of the 
locking blocks within the inner periphery of the socket, and also provide a greater 
ease of insertion of the socket. 

With respect to claim 14, Lai discloses a first and second arc shaped 
locking plate of the first locking portion of each of the receiving recesses. The 
first and second arc shaped locking plates have a first end extended from the first 
wall and a second end formed with a first gap (which separates it from the other 
arc shaped locking plate), so that first (and second) locking plates are flexible. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the single first locking blocks of Chen et al., Chao, or Lee, 
with the locking plates as taught by Lai, as the flexible locking plates provide a 
greater degree of frictional retention of the locking blocks within the inner 
periphery of the socket, and also provide a greater ease of insertion of the 



socket. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Jerrold Johnson whose telephone number is 
571-272-7141. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 to 6:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner’s supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on 571-272-4562. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 

Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 

* 

direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 

|C jj Mickey Yu 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Group 3700 




